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A Spanish shepherd boy travels across the world and meets an alchemist
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Amazon Review
Like the one-time bestseller Jonathan Livingston Seagull, The Alchemist presents a simple fable, based on
simple truths and places it in a highly unique situation. And though we may sense a bestselling formula, it is
certainly not a new one: even the ancient tribal storytellers knew that this is the most successful method of
entertaining an audience while slipping in a lesson or two. Brazilian storyteller Paulo Coehlo introduces
Santiago, an Andalucian shepherd boy who one night dreams of a distant treasure in the Egyptian pyramids.
And so he's off: leaving Spain to literally follow his dream. Along the way he meets many spiritual
messengers, who come in unassuming forms such as a camel driver and a well-read Englishman. In one of
the Englishman's books, Santiago first learns about the alchemists--men who believed that if a metal were
heated for many years, it would free itself of all its individual properties, and what was left would be the
"Soul of the World." Of course he does eventually meet an alchemist, and the ensuing student-teacher
relationship clarifies much of the boy's misguided agenda, while also emboldening him to stay true to his
dreams. "My heart is afraid that it will have to suffer," the boy confides to the alchemist one night as they
look up at a moonless night. "Tell your heart that the fear of suffering is worse than the suffering itself," the
alchemist replies. "And that no heart has ever suffered when it goes in search of its dreams, because every
second of the search is a second's encounter with God and with eternity." Review
‘His books have had a life-enhancing impact on millions of people.’
THE TIMES‘One of the few to deserve the term Publishing Phenomenon ’. INDEPENDENT ON
SUNDAY‘Coelho’s writing is beautifully poetic but his message is what counts… he gives me hope and
puts a smile on my face.’
DAILY EXPRESSFrom the Inside Flap
Biography
The Brazilian author PAULO COELHO is considered one of the most influential authors of our times. His
books have sold more than 165 million copies worldwide, have been released in 170 countries and been
translated into 80 languages.

Born in Rio de Janeiro in 1947, he soon discovered his vocation for writing. He worked as a director, theater
actor, songwriter and journalist. His collaboration with Brazilian composer and singer Raúl Seixas gave
some of the greatest classic rock songs in Brazil. In 1986, a special meeting led him to make the pilgrimage
to Saint James Compostela (in Spain). The Road to Santiago was not only a common pilgrimage but a
turning point in his existence. A year later, he wrote 'The Pilgrimage', an autobiographical novel that is
considered the beginning of his career.
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